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ACSBasics

Å Ongoing monthly survey sent to 3.5 million addresses per 
year to produce detailed population and housing estimates 
each year

Å Visit 20,000 Group Quarter facilities and sample approximately 194,000 
residents each year

Å Designed to produce critical information on small areas and 
small population groups previously collected on the 
decennial long form

Å Covers 35+ topics and supports over 300 known Federal 
Government uses

Å Data released three times each year

Å1-year estimates (12 months of data)

Å1-year Supplemental Estimates (12 months of data)

Å5-year estimates (60 months of data)
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Census & ACS

1790-1930 Census  
one form to all households

1940-2000 Census  
short form & long form

1996-2004 ACS  
demonstration period

2005-present ACS/PRCS 
annual estimates for all geographies

2010 Census and future 
short form only
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ACS Data Collection Process

Self-Response Modes Non-Response Mode

Online Mail Personal Visit
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ACS Content

Ancestry
Citizenship Status
Disability Status
Educational Attainment & 
School Enrollment
Fertility
Grandparents as Caregivers
Language Spoken at Home
Marital History; Marital Status
Migration/Residence 1 Year Ago
Period of Military Service
Place of Birth
Undergraduate Field of Degree
Veteran Status
Year of Entry

Social

Commuting (Journey to Work) & 
Place of Work
Employment Status
Food Stamps/SNAP
Health Insurance Coverage
Income and Earnings
Industry, Occupation, & Class of 
Worker
Poverty Status
Work Status Last Year

Age
Hispanic or Latino Origin
Race
Relationship to Householder
Sex

35+ Topics 1000+ Tables 11 Billion Estimates

Economic

Demographic
Bedrooms
Computer and Internet Use
House Heating Fuel
Kitchen Facilities
Occupancy/Vacancy Status
Occupants Per Room
Plumbing Facilities
Rent
Rooms
Selected Monthly Owner Costs
Telephone Service Available
Tenure (Owner/Renter)
Units in Structure
Value of Home
Vehicles Available
Year Householder Moved into Unit
Year Structure Built

Housing
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts
Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts

930,000  Geographic 
Areas

35,000+ 
Communities
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Availability of ACS Data Products

Estimated 
Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year 
Estimates

1-Year 
Supplemental 

Estimates
5-Year 

Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 14 October 19 December 7
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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Selected Ways to Access Data

ÅQuickFacts

ÅOnTheMapfor Emergency Management 

ÅCensus Business Builder

ÅAmerican FactFinder

ÅData.census.gov

10

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/data-tools-chart.html



Find Data Tools on Census.gov

1111

census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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QuickFacts

.

census.gov/quickfacts
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OnTheMapfor Emergency Management
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Census Business Builder

census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
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